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DePaul School for Hearing and Speechôs toddler-
parent program was established in 2005 to provide 
intensive services to children who are deaf or hard 
of hearing in the critical early years of their listen-
ing and spoken language development.  
 

This groundbreaking program has become 
a catalyst for children with hearing loss to mount a 
faster track to success.   

ñThe toddler program has provided an 
amazing foundation,ò said April Haught, 
parent of Jillian, now a student in 
DePaulôs preschool.   

ñFrom the second we walked into the 
classroom, I felt a great vibe for the pro-
gram and was comforted to see that 
DePaul provides the expertise and is 
equipped to handle the challenges of 
preparing deaf toddlers for their educa-
tional development,ò Haught said.   

Children in the program attend as part of a group 
of up to six students for a minimum of two morn-
ings per week.   The professional staff includes:    
a certified teacher of the deaf; a credentialed 
paraeducator; a speech-language pathologist who 
is also a certified auditory-verbal educator 
that consults with the group and works 
with individual children and families; and on-site 
audiologists.  In addition, DePaul provides a sup-
port network of experts that provide clinical and 
professional services.   

ñDePaulôs staff has been absolutely extraordinary. 
They gave us tools, and especially Nathan, the 
things we could not have given him,ò said Regina 
Baloga, mother of Nathan Solano, toddler program 
graduate. ñThey are easy to talk to and really are 
experts in what they do. Their patience and desire 
to see the children speak is more than just appar-
ent, itôs contagious.ò   

The toddler program promotes listening, speech 
and language development through games and 

activities for toddlers ages 18 months to three 
years that attend the program.  

ñItôs fabulous.  Most everything that they do is play
-based so that they can relate and enable young 
kids with hearing loss to be able to use their hear-
ing, and sound out words through games and 
activities,ò Haught added.   

DePaulõs Toddler-Parent Program Has Set A High Standard 

For Early Listening and Spoken Language Development  

Continued on Page 5 

 

You can follow DePaul  
on the web...  

 
 

speakmiracles.org speakmiracles.org speakmiracles.org    

WALK FOR WALK FOR WALK FOR 

TODDLERS!TODDLERS!TODDLERS!   
 

DePaul School will be one of 67 participating  
organizations at this yearôs Walk for a Healthy  
Community presented by Highmark on Satur-
day, May 21at Heinz Field on Pittsburghôs North 
Shore.  All funds raised by DePaul will benefit 
the toddler program. Please check inside this 
edition of Speaking Miracles for more details or 
register today at depaulschool.dojiggy.com    

A FOUNDATION 
FOR SOUND BEGINNINGS 
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http://twitter.com/


In Memoriam: Fawne Traficante  

Former DePaul Teacher Touched Many  

It is with great sadness that we share with 
you the news that Fawne Traficante, a much 
loved former teacher at DePaul School, 
passed away on Monday, Feburary 28.    
 

ñIn all of my years of teaching, I had never 
met anyone who brought such vibrancy to a 
classroom until I met Fawne!  We all saw 
her exuberant personality and fashion.  
However, not everyone got to see the pas-
sion and commitment she brought to her 
teaching and her students.  Fawne was 
extremely creative and resourceful.   
 

She could take a ball and a box and have 
the children actively listening, speaking, 
learning and laughing. Fawne was a driving 
force behind the improvements made in the 
preschool department.  She led by example 
in implementing a high quality program 
which has benefited DePaulôs families, chil-
dren and staff.  Her joyous spirit is reflected 
everyday in the smiles of the children and staff 
that are a part of her legacy.ò said Nancy 
Loughead, Early Childhood Department Chair-
person.   
 

Fawne was hired by DePaul in August, 1997 and 
taught in the classroom until she left due to 
health complications in 2008.    
 

ñI think the real testimony about Fawneôs role on 
this staff is that she never stopped being a part 
of this community.  Throughout her time here, 
her friends at DePaul supported her in many 
ways.  This is because Fawne was such a 

unique person who touched everyone at 
DePaul,ò said Dave Williams, Administrative 
Director.  
  
Another thing that  speaks volume about 
Fawneôs place at DePaul is that when DePaulôs 
Education Director Mary Jo McAtee spoke to the 
children about her passing, some children went 
home and found pictures of Fawne when they 
were in preschool and brought them to school  to 
share.  
 

DePaul parent Allison Cunningham, whoôs 
daughter Jenna will be mainstreaming at the end 
of the current school year, was very fond of 
Fawne.  
 

ñFawne was Jennaôs first teacher when she was 
in preschool for two years.  Fawne was my secu-
rity blanket.  She cared for Jenna as her 
own.  Jenna loved chocolate milk.  So Fawne 
would make sure she had chocolate milk for 
Jenna for snack everyday.  We all celebrated 
when Jenna decided to say chocolate milk in-
stead of milk cha.  She was as excited as I was 
when Jenna made advancements in her speech 
and language.  Her smile was so warming to the 
children.  She made the transition easy of leav-
ing Jenna all day when she was 3 years old with 
little language.  Jenna always enjoyed coming to 
school,ò said Cunningham.   
 

ñFawne will always hold a special place in our 
hearts because she played such a significant roll 
in Jennaôs journey at DePaul and learning to 
listen and speak.ò    

For more than a decade, Fawne Traficante, pictured above 
with her students in 2006, was dedicated to the children of 
DePaul as a preschool teacher  
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Following the values and traditions of our founders, the mission of DePaul School for 
Hearing and Speech is to teach each child who is deaf or hard of hearing to learn to 
listen and to speak. Our children enter the educational mainstream with the  
foundation to succeed.  

DePaul MissionDePaul MissionDePaul Mission   

Supporting DePaul School News  

An article in DePaulôs Fall 2001 newsletter entitled, 
ñUniversal Newborn Hearing Screening: Becoming a 
Reality in Pennsylvaniaò  reviewed the federal     
legislation of Act 99, the Walsh bill, providing funding 
to states to develop early hearing loss detection and 
intervention programs.  After pilot projects at 26 
birthing hospitals in the late 1990s and successful 
legislation mandating hearing screening of all     
newborns in 2001 (with implementation in 2003), 
universal newborn hearing screening has most    
definitely become a reality for Pennsylvaniaôs     
newborns. In 2009, 97% of PA newborns were 
screened for hearing loss. Of the babies who did not 
pass the newborn screening, only 5.5% (compared 
to a national average of 46%) did not receive follow-
up diagnostic audiological testing. However, more 
work is needed.   
 

A study by Dr. Nancy Young in the March 2011  
issue of the Archives of Otorhinolaryngology-Head 
and Neck Surgery revealed that nearly 1/3 of pediat-
ric cochlear implant recipients either passed their 
newborn screening or were not screened at birth.  It 
is estimated that up to 25% of permanent childhood 
hearing loss is delayed in onset or progressive in 
nature.    
 

Looking to the future, continued efforts will focus on 
identifying hearing loss in children who become deaf 
or hard of hearing after birth. With earlier identifica-
tion, access to technology, and intervention,       
outcomes measures related to listening, spoken 
language, literacy, academics, and mainstream 
readiness will continue to improve. 

A Reflection on Universal 
Newborn Hearing  

Screening in Pennsylvania  

2 



Join Us at the Walk to Support  
DePaulõs Toddler Program 

 

Saturday, May 21, 2011  
Heinz Field  

Pittsburghõs North Shore  
 

Registration Begins 7:30 a.m. / Walk 9:00 a.m.  

 

You can now register online!  

  

¶ All funds raised will directly 

support the toddler program  

¶ Start or join a team  

¶ Make pledges  

¶ All participants will receive a special t -shirt  

¶ DePaul is one of 67 participating organizations  

MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 

Golfers will be treated to:  
18 holes golf at Churchill Valley Country Club with cart,  
buffet lunch and dinner from the LaMont at Churchill,  

great prizes, silent auction and live music.  
 

Reserve Your Spot Today 
To register please contact John Krysinsky  
(412) 924-1017 jkrysinsky@depaulinst.com  

Golf F   RE! DePaul   
Outing & Dinner 
Monday, July 18, 2011  

4th Annual  

Now is the Time to Provide Your Support  
Budget Cuts Threaten Valued Programs For Children With Hearing Loss  

 

Supporting DePaul 

Funding for Early Hearing Detection and Intervention Program (EHDI) Eliminated  
 

In March, state-level funding for the Pennsylvania Department of Healthôs Early Hearing Detection and Intervention Program (EHDI) was eliminated for the 
2012 budget proposal.  Pennsylvaniaôs program is among the best in the country and continuation of funding is critical in order for further improvements 
and opportunities to occur for our stateôs youngest citizens. The link below provides a template for contacting your state representative or senator, asking 
them to please restore funding to EHDI for next yearôs budget. http://www.paaudiology.org/documents/2011/NBHS_Funding_Letter_Template.dochttp://www.paaudiology.org/documents/2011/NBHS_Funding_Letter_Template.dochttp://www.paaudiology.org/documents/2011/NBHS_Funding_Letter_Template.doc   

We are writing today to enlist your support.  Recent budget cuts announced by Pennsylvania Governor Corbett will result in less government funding to DePaul 
School in the 2011-12 fiscal year budget.  Moreover, DePaulôs Toddler-Parent Program and other early intervention initiatives such as the Baby and Parent 
Group are not funded by the Commonwealth.  Operating expenses are met solely through private donations.  
 

As DePaul School community members, many of you have witnessed the efficacy of our programs to ensure that each student develops the strong foundation  
necessary to succeed in the mainstream of education and live without boundaries in the community.  Many children who attend DePaulôs Toddler-Parent  
Program and Preschool develop reading skills on par with their hearing peers and transition to their respective home district schools by first grade. The  
transition of DePaul students to the mainstream at earlier ages clearly benefits these children over their lifetimes and results in substantial savings to taxpayers, 
school districts and the Commonwealth. 
 

You can help us to send a clear message to our elected representatives in Harrisburg by: 

éand, perhaps, most importantly 
 

¶ Contacting your state senator or representative to advocate for greater financial assistance to DePaul and children with hearing loss in the region 
 

Quite simply, children with hearing loss need more, not less, government support.  We have the right to be heard and, together, we can work to assure that 
every child who is deaf or hard of hearing has a voice in his or her future. 

 

Please contact Director of Institutional Advancement David Misra at dm@depaulinst.com or 412-924-1029 for more information.  
 

¶ Joining DePaulôs legislative taskforce 

¶ Writing a letter to the editor of your local or regional newspaper 

¶ Attending meetings to discuss the proposed budget cuts to education 

¶ Providing testimony at public meetings 

News Alert 

http://www.paaudiology.org/documents/2011/NBHS_Funding_Letter_Template.doc
mailto:dm@depaulinst.com


Happenings At DePaul     

Celebrating 100  
Days of School 

 

On January 31, DePaulôs elementary students  
continued their annual tradition of celebrating the 100th 
day of school by bringing in 100 of an item of their 
choice. 
 

Each child brought their items in for a brief presentation 
and then put them on a display table on the second 
floor.    
 

Pictured right is Nathan Victoria with his 100 pennies!    

Obama Academy Students Volunteer at DePaul       

Sariah Saunders, volunteer from Obama Academy of International Studiesô 9th Grade,  
practices multiplication with DePaul students Steven Ray and Tyler Stack. High school  
students from Obama Academy volunteer at DePaul twice a month. 

Fireman 
Visits 

DePaulôs second level students visited the Carnegie  
Museum on February 8th as a culminating activity at their 
ñChanges Over Timeò Science Unit.  
 

The students toured the museum with a guide who  
explained the various fossils, dinosaurs, their habitats,  
eating habits, and methods of defense.  They were able to 
touch some of the fossils and discuss from what part of the 
body they came. After lunch, they explored the discovery 
room which allowed for hands-on ódiscoveryô pertaining to 
the dinosaur theme unit.   
 

Finally, the students went on a ófossil huntô and pretended 
to be paleontologists.  

Students Visit  
Carnegie Museum 

Congratulations 
Dr. Rugg 

 

DePaulôs Elementary Department  
Chairperson and second level teacher, 
Natalie C. Rugg, will  
graduate from Robert Morris  
University with a Doctor of Philosophy 
(Ph.D.) in Instructional Management 
and Leadership on May 6, 2011.   
 

She successfully defended  
dissertation entitled, ñExamining  
Parent and Teacher Perceptions toward Transitioning Students Who are Deaf/Hard-of-
Hearing from and Auditory-Oral School to the General Education Settingò on December 15, 
2010.  
 

She will present the findings from her research at the AG Bell LSLS Symposium in  
Washington DC in July 2011.  Natalie also expresses her gratitude to DePaul School for  
allowing her to conduct this research and to the families who participated in the study for 
sharing their experiences. 

DePaul students were treated to a visit by the City of  
Pittsburgh Fireman John Frazier (above) on March 4th  

 


