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SPEAKINGSPEAKINGSPEAKING   

When walking into a toddler classroom on a  
Monday morning at DePaul one would find a  
typical toddler group environment ð greeted by 
smiles and a room filled with lots of enthusiasm. 
Upon this particular visit, accompanied by their 
parents there are three children who have not yet 
reached their second birthday working with the 
teacher and support staff,  taking part in  
activities such as clapping hands; hanging pictures 
on the wall; making sounds and noises; and playing 
a listening game.     
  
But, this is not a typical toddler classroom.   
  
Each child in this room has varying levels of  
hearing loss from moderate to severe and makes 
use of assistive hearing devices such as cochlear 
implants or hearing aids.  The children are taking part in a program that enables them to develop  
listening, speaking and learning skills during the crucial early years of language development.    
  
òAt this age the kids donõt know that they are actually learning during their play sessions,ó said  
Michelle Parfitt, DePaulõs Early Intervention Coordinator. òWhen the children are in group settings at 
DePaul in the Toddler Program, they are actually taking part in detailed learning activities with specific 

timelines and goals.ó   
 
DePaulõs center-based Toddler Program is designed for chil-
dren ages 18 to 36 months ð focusing on auditory and spoken 
language development and speech/language therapy with a 
speech language pathologist in a group setting. Since 2005, 
there have been 36 children in the program at DePaul.  Upon 
reaching age three, the children have transitioned to DePaulõs 
preschool or into mainstream educational environments.   
  

SIGHTS SET ON HARRISBURG   

Unlike most programs at DePaul, the burgeoning center-

based toddler program has operated entirely through private funding since its establishment in 2005.   

DePaul launched a comprehensive legislative initiative in 2008 with collaboration from parents, 

alumni, early intervention professionals and other stakeholders to gain government recognition and 

support for the program.                                                                                          
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Gala Returns 
to Heinz Field 

 

6th Annual Gala 
Set for October 23 

 

The 6th Annual Reach for the Stars 
Gala, DePaulõs largest fundraising 
event, returns to Heinz Field on  
Friday, October 23.   
 

At this yearõs Gala celebration, 
DePaul will be honoring Carl & Jane 
Eck with the Lifetime Achievement 
Award for their dedicated service to 
DePaul for over 20 years.  Carl Eck 
has been a member of the Board of 
Trustees since 1989, and the Board 
chairperson until his term expired in 
May. Jane has served the Gala com-
mittee since the event began in 
2004.  
 

This yearõs event will feature an ex-
tended silent auction with many 
great items and categories ñ with 
something for everyone!   
 

DePaul, with media partners WTAE
-TV, and BluMars Media, will unveil 
the newest television spot along and 
sponsor a special tribute to the 
teachers and alumni of DePaul 
School.    
 

Be sure not to miss this yearõs event! 
Make your reservation by contacting  
John Krysinsky at (412) 924-1012 or  
celebrate100@depaulinstst.com  



DePaul Mission 
 

Following the values and traditions of our foun-
ders, the mission of DePaul School for Hearing 
and Speech is to teach each child who is deaf or 
hard of hearing to listen, speak, and learn. Our 
children enter the educational mainstream with 
the foundation to succeed. 
 

DePaul Identity 
 

Founded by the Diocese of Pittsburgh and the 
Sisters of Charity of Seton Hill, DePaul School 
for Hearing and Speech has been providing qual-
ity auditory oral education for children who are 
deaf or hard of hearing since 1908. 
 

DePaul School for Hearing and Speech is a State 
Approved private school dedicated to auditory/
oral education.  DePaulõs mission is to prepare 
deaf and hard of hearing children, from birth to 
age 14, to fully participate in our hearing and 
speaking world. 
 

DePaul provides wide-ranging support services 
including pediatric cochlear implant habilitation, 
speech, physical and occupational therapy and 
parent education. DePaul is a non-profit day 
school and our students typically mainstream 
before their middle school years with minimal 
support and go on to lead productive and inclu-
sive lives in the community.  
 

 
DePaul School for Hearing and Speech 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

Member Board 
Most Reverend David A. Zubik  M.S.W. D.D.  

Sister Vivien Linkhauer, S.C.  
Reverend Kris Stubna, S.T.D.  

 

Board of Trustees 
Carol J. Riley, Chair  

Board Emeritus  
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Dr. Ellis M. Arjmand  
Dr. Moises Arriaga  
William Burgunder, Jr.  
Dr. David H. Chi  
Ronald R. Chufo 
Bonnie Cindrich 
Michael Clark  
Pamela Dickinson 
Dr. Donald Fischer 
Kimberlee A. Gillespie 
Mary C. Goessler 

Dr. Barry E. Hirsch 
Timothy S. Kernan,  
Steven P. Lewandowski 
Denis McCarthy 
Christine M. Mueseler 
Dr. Catherine Palmer  
Richard Recker 
Jerry Starr 
John H. Stafford 
Cathreen Stafford-Witte  

Daniel A. Goetz             
Carl A. Eck 

Dr. Donald Kamerer               
Arthur J. Rooney, Jr.          
Dolores Warwick    

DePaul Receives the 2009 AG Bell 
Cochlear Implant  
Fellowship Award 

 

DePaul School for Hearing and Speech, in 
collaboration with UPMC-Eye and Ear, 
was recently awarded the 2009 Cochlear 
Implant Fellowship grant from the Alex-
ander Graham Bell Association for the 
Deaf and Hard of Hearing. This grant is 
awarded to facilitate the training of an 
individual who is interested in specializing 
in the field of cochlear implants.  DePaul 
was one of nine institutions to receive this 
highly competitive grant, including the 
Mayo Clinic Cochlear Implant Program, 
the Cleveland Clinic Head and Neck Insti-
tute ð Hearing Implant Program, Magno-
lia Speech School, Boys Town National 
Research Hospital, and Hearts for  
Hearing.   
 
Following interviews of several candi-
dates, Lindsay Fichthorn, a fourth year 
audiology intern from Bloomsburg Uni-
versity, was selected.  Lindsay will be 
working with Dr. Deborrah Johnston and 
Dr. Kristen Hunter in DePaulõs Audiology 
Department four days per week and with 
Dr. Catherine Palmer, Dr. Kathleen Gil-
martin and Ms. Sharon Tiesi at the Center 
for Audiology at UMPC- Eye and Ear one 
day per week for the 2009-2010 school 
year.  

 

Enhancing the Education of  
Audiology Graduate Students 

 
DePaul has been collaborating with Dr. 
Deborah Moncrieff, Assistant Professor 
in the University of Pittsburghõs Depart-
ment of Communication Science and  
Disorders, to provide educational  
opportunities for graduate students  
tudying to become audiologists.  In  
addition to a guest lecture to Moncrieffõs 
Educational Audiology class on July 1,  
eleven students have been working with 
Dr. Johnston to perform Functional  
Listening Evaluations of  DePaulõs  
students  throughout Julyõs Extended 
School Year program. 

 

Subjects Needed for Research on 
Auditory Processing in Children 

with Hearing Impairment 
 

DePaulõs Audiology Department is collabo-
rating with Dr. Deborah Moncrieff in the 
study of the auditory processing skills of 
children with hearing loss. Auditory proc-
essing weaknesses have been linked to 
problems with learning and reading.  Dr. 
Moncrieff has developed a test protocol for 
children ages 5 to 16 years. Testing takes 
approximately 20 minutes and is performed 
through loudspeakers in the sound booth, 
while the child is wearing hearing aids and/
or cochlear implants.  Although it has long 
been assumed that children with peripheral 
hearing loss would also have central audi-
tory processing deficits, this research will 
help to determine the prevalence of this 
problem in children with hearing impair-
ment who are appropriately fit with audi-
tory technology. If you are interested in 
having your child participate in this novel 
research project, please contact Dr.  
Johnston at (412) 924-1012 or 
dj@depaulinst.com. Both current students 
and former students in mainstream educa-
tional placements are welcome as well to  
participate. 

 

DePaul Audiology Coordinator  
Receives Award  

The Pennsylvania Academy of Otolaryn-
gology ð Head and Neck Surgery recog-
nized Dr. Deborrah Johnston with the 
2009 Citation for Distinguished Service at 
its Annual Scientific Meeting in Bedford 
Springs, PA, on June 12. The award was for 
her dedicated service as an audiologist in 
managing the hearing needs of the student 
population at DePaul School for Hearing 
and Speech.  

 

Audiology 
News  

mailto:dj@depaulinst.com
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Dedicated Trustees Honored, 
New Members Welcomed 

Making Space 
DePaul Undergoes Final Wave of 

Building Upgrades 

As of July 1, five members 
have formally rotated off the 
board, ending many years of 
dedication and service to 
DePaul School.   
 
The following individuals re-
ceived plaques in recognition 
for a minimum of two terms of 
valued service:  Mr. Michael 
Clark, Dr. Bridget Chufo, Mr.   

  Carl Eck, Dr. Donald Fischer   
  and Ms. Bonnie Russo.   
 
 

Mr. Eck had the longest tenure, serving as boar member since 1989 and 
president for the past decade.  Ms. Russo served four terms and had been a 
member since the mid-1990s.  Mr. Clark, Dr. Chufo and Dr. Fischer had 
been members since 2000.  Mr. Clark was presented with his plaque by 
current Trustee Mr. William Burgunder Jr. at the Golf FORE! DePaul out-
ing in Julyñ at which he served as the emcee for the dinner festivities.  Dr. 
Chufo has been instrumental in helping with developing the òReach for 
the Starsó Gala into DePaulõs largest fundraising event.   
 
As DePaul bid farewell to longtime associates of the Board of Trusteesõ, 
the void left will be filled by newly elected members.  The Board of Trus-
tees elected a new executive committee on June 2 comprised of the follow-
ing individuals serving terms through spring 2011.  
 

 President: Ms. Carol Riley 
 Vice President: Dr. Catherine Palmer 
 Secretary: Mr. Dennis McCarthy 

As the new school year starts at the end of August, DePaul 
will have completed the second phase of the two-year renova-
tion project to its Shadyside facility.  
 

òThe focus of the renovation was to make the building space 
more appropriate for our younger students,ó said Dave  
Williams, Administration Director.   
 

On the first floor, two new classroom spaces were created for 
the Toddler Program.  These classrooms will be consistent 
with the design and set-up of existing classrooms and include 
student cubbies, an art and water play area, and additional 
teacher storage.  One of the classrooms will have a newly 
renovated Toddler bathroom.  The students in the Early 
Childhood Department will benefit from a larger Discovery 
Room located in the Daniel A. Goetz Center on the first 
floor.  This room will include an art and water play area and a 
variety of activity centers. 
 

According to Director of Institutional Advancement David 
Misra funding for the renovations was garnered via private 
donations as well as a $150,000 grant from the Pennsylvania 
Department of Health. 
 

òThe state funding process for construction projects of this 
size is extremely competitive,ó said Misra.  òThe Common-
wealthõs decision to support the renovations was based on 
DePaulõs rich history, superior education programs, and 
unique value to the community.ó 
 

DePaulõs Audiology offices have also been redesigned to  
better serve current student needs.  This includes new offices 
and a newly designed testing and hearing equipment area.   
 
òThese changes will help with the flow and efficiency of what 
we do in the audiology department,ó  said DePaul Audiology 
Coordinator Dr. Deborrah Johnston.   òBoth audiologists can 
now work with students simultaneously without  
interruptions.ó   
 

In addition to new student spaces, new office spaces have 
been created, expanding the administrative office area on the 
first floor.  This includes new offices to suit the needs of the 
early intervention coordinator, school psychologist and special 
events manager. 

Mike Clark (r) is presented with his plaque for 
service to DePaulõs Board of Trustees from  

William Burgunder Jr. 

IRA Charitable Rollover Provision  
Expires January 1 

 

Did you know:   If youõre age 70 ı or older you can donate up to 
$100,000 directly from your traditional IRA to DePaul tax free in 2009?  
Under the IRA Charitable Rollover Provision, when you donate directly 
from your traditional IRA to a qualified charitable organization like 
DePaul, the withdrawal wonõt be included in your federal taxable income.  
 

¶ The provision is especially favorable if you havenõt been able to de-
duct your charitable contributions because you donõt itemize on your 
tax return.  By not having to report income from an IRA withdrawal, 
you effectively receive the equivalent of a tax deduction. 

¶ The donation must be made directly from the IRA administrator to 
the qualified charitable organization.  You cannot take ownership of 
the distribution and then donate it. 

¶ Required minimum distributions from your IRA qualify for the provi-
sion. Therefore, if you donate the amount youõre required to with-
draw from your IRA in 2009 to a qualified charitable organization, 
you wonõt have to include the withdrawal in your taxable income.  

 

The Rollover Provision is set to expire on January 1, 2010. For more 
information, including additional tax benefits, please contact Director of  
Institutional Advancement David Misra at 412-924-1029.  



                   

Happenings At DePaul     

MOVING ON... 
Ceremony Celebrates  

Studentsô Accomplishments,  
Mainstream Transitions 

 

At the conclusion of the 2008-09 school year, three stu-
dents from DePaulõs Elementary Program were ready for 

transition to mainstream schools in their 
home districts.  Obaida Akhrass, Angela 
Morgano and Sam Pejack officially bid 
farewell to DePaul during the annual end 
of the year transition ceremony on June 5 
in the multi-purpose room.   In addition, 
one preschool student, Michael Greggs 
will be transitioning to his home school 
district as a kindergarten 
student.  
 

òI say this every year, itõs always sad to see 
students leaving us, but itõs also very excit-
ing to see that DePaul has prepared them 
for the new challenges that lie ahead,ó said 
Mary Jo McAtee, Education Director.    
 
Sam, a Camp Hill, PA resident, had been 
at DePaul for the past four years and will 

be entering kindergarten in Camp Hill.  
Obaida will be going into the 4th grade at 
Franklin Regional School District and 
Angela will be entering 9th grade at Shaler 
Area High School.  In recent years, Angela 
served as an assistant, of sorts, to DePaulõs 
staff. Arriving early each 
morning, she would help 
with getting the younger 
kids off the buses and 
downstairs to the breakfast 

area.  In recognition for her support of the 
teachers, she was presented with a special 
recognition award in June. 
 
òAngela was a great help to the staff and a 
good mentor for the other students,ó said 
Dave Williams, administration director.  
 
We wish Angela, Obaida, Sam and Michael all the best as 
they enter their new schools in the fall!   

Preschool  
Visits  

Childrenôs  
Museum 

 
 

In June, DePaulõs Preschool 
students attended the  
Childrenõs Museum of  

Pittsburgh where they enjoyed 
the usual exhibits and  

activities ñ and the newly 
added òBob the Builderó workshop!  

 
Pictured (above left) with òBob the 

Builderó are Kylie Schanck, Tyana Ridley 
and Emily Greb.  Pictured below leftñ

Taylor Billet (l) and Samantha Rechter (r) 

working in the arts and crafts area.   

Obaida Akhrass 

Angela Morgano 

Samuel Pejack 

A Night with the Stanley Cup Champs 

Thanks to the generosity of Stanley Cup Champion Pittsburgh Penguins and Captain Sidney 
Crosby, DePaul students attended a regular season game at the Mellon Arena in February ñ 
watching the game from Crosbyõs suite box.  Pictured (l to r) Mohammad Mere, Timmy Meyers, 
DaeõShawn Ray, Meghan Kernan, Chris Hinda, Marissa Rainerie and Obaida Akhrass.   

 

Year End 
Smiles 

 
DePaul students together 
after end-of-year ceremony.  

 
From L to R,  

Khloe Sanner, Taylor 
Fraasch, Tyler Stack, 

Steven Ray, Nicoletta Gulli, 
Irina Lutsiv  

and Sharondia Lett.   

Michael Greggs 

Carnegie Comes To DePaul! 

On Monday, June 1st, staff from the Carnegie Museum of 
Pittsburgh visited DePaul for an in-school field trip.  The 
program was about dinosaurs and included the use of cos-
tumes, fossils and student participation.   
 
Students from the Early Childhood and Elementary De-
partments participated.   It was provided by the more than 
$9,000 in Shop N Save receipts that the parents collected 
throughout the school year. 
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Happenings At DePaul     

Walkers Unite 
 For DePaul! 

 
 
Over 150 friends of DePaul School came out to support DePaul at the 6th An-
nual Highmark Walk for A Healthy Community on May 31st at Heinz Field!   
DePaul was one of 44 participating organizations at this yearõs walk.  
 
Together DePaulõs walkers raised over $10,000 to support the Hear For Life 
Education Fund.   

The weather was fabulous as  
participants took part in the 5K walk  
(or 1 mile fun walk).   
 
We are already looking forward to 
taking part in the 7th Annual Walk 
scheduled for May 2010.   

2nd Annual Golf FORE! DePaul Outing 
July 27, 2009�² Churchill Valley Country Club  

 

A Fun Day On the Links 

It was a great day for golf on July 27. 
With terrific weather and verdant Chur-
chill Valley Country Club as the setting, 
68 golfers enjoyed a fun day on the links 
in support of DePaul School.  In just its 
second year, the event grossed over 
$19,000 in revenues. 

WTAE-TVõs Andrew Stockey joined 
the festivities during pre-round lunch 
and kindly posed for photos with each 
foursome.  
 
After the challenge of 18 holes, golfers 
were treated to a festive post-round 

dinner, hosted by WTAE-
TVõs Mike Clark.  Many 
golfers went home with 
more than they came with 
as over 30 golf raffle pack-
ages were won, including a 
grand prize of a Callaway 
bag, Big Bertha clubs and 
a set of irons!    
 
We thank Biondi Motors 
for their donation as par-
ticipants teeing off on the 
3rd Hole had a chance to 
win a 2009 Mercury Milan 

as the hole-in-one grand prize.  
(nobody was able to maske it)  

Special thanks also to our sponsors, golf-
ers, volunteers and all those who made 
donations to make the outing a smashing 
success.   
 
 We look forward to teeing it up again in 
2010!   

DePaul student Tyler Stack announces the winner of the 
Callawoay golf bag and clubs with a little help  

from Mike Clark 
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DePaul trustee, Dr. David Chi (pictured right) and 
his winning foursome!!! 


