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That is the question Greg and Pam Billet asked re-
peatedly when they considered what it meant to 
have Professor Jim Patrick in Pittsburgh as the hon-
ored guest for Hearing Wonders-Speaking Miracles 
Week, October 25-29, 2010. 
 

Thanks to Professor Patrick's efforts as part of Pro-
fessor Graeme Clarkôs Melbourne University Re-
search Team, the multi-channel cochlear implant 
was created as a biomedical auditory device that has 
dramatically changed the lives of profoundly deaf 
individuals for over 25 years.  The invention of the 
cochlear implant, coupled with early diagnosis and 
education that emphasizes auditory learning and 
spoken language, has allowed many current and 
former DePaul students to develop listening and 
speaking skills that leads to mainstreaming with 
typical hearing peers at younger ages than previ-
ously thought possible.     
 

"Words canôt adequately express how blessed we 
feel about our daughter Taylorôs progress, or how 
thankful we are for the opportunities sheôll have 
available to her because of her cochlear implants," 
said Pam Billet. 
 

"After three-and-a-half years at DePaul, Taylor main-
streamed into Kindergarten in our local school dis-
trict.  And so far, she has loved every minute of it! 
Whenever she sings a new song from music class, 
participates in afterschool activities, or carries on a 
conversation with a friend on the playground, we are 
reminded of the precious gift we were given by  
Professor Patrick and his colleagues." 
 
Professor Patrick used his background in engineer-
ing in 1975 while at the University of Melbourne to 
develop "UMDOLEE", the 10 channel cochlear im-
plant that is the basis of the implant that is used 
today. Jim is the Senior Vice President and Chief 
Scientist at Cochlear Limited. 
 

The visit by Professor Patrick, engineered by DePaul 
School and trustee Pam Billet, provided many with 
the rare opportunity to meet an individual responsi-
ble for an invention that has changed their lives and 
the lives of many profoundly deaf individuals 
throughout the world. 
 

ñThe highlight of the week for me was seeing Jim 
(Patrick) meet and interact with the kids at DePaul,ò 
said Billet. 

CELEBRATING INNOVATION 
Cochlear Implant Pioneer Jim Patrick  

Joins DePaul for Hearing Wonders-Speaking Miracles Week  

Continued on Page 6 

How Can You Thank Someone  
Who Has Given You Hope?  

DePaul School for Hearing and Speech and 
many community partners collaborated to bring 
a memorable week of educational and outreach 
programs featuring honored guest, Professor 
Jim Patrick, co-inventor of the multi-channel 
cochlear implant.  

The events culminated with the 7th Annual 
Reach for the Stars Gala, held at Heinz Field on 
Friday, October 29.   

 

For a complete recap of the events see pages 4
-5 and visit DePaulôs website and Facebook 
page.    

 

A MEMORABLE WEEK  
OF EVENTS  

http://twitter.com/


 

Following the values and traditions of our founders, the mission of DePaul 
School for Hearing and Speech is to teach each child who is deaf or hard 
of hearing to learn to listen and to speak. Our children enter the educa-
tional mainstream with the foundation to succeed.  
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Happenings At DePaul     

Board Of Trustees 

Carving Out Some Fun!  
ABOVE-DePaul students Emily Greb, Bennett Haas and Devan Fayock carved out a 

pumpkin in their preschool class to celebrate Halloween.   
 

LOWER LEFTðClassmates Sharondia Lett and Khloe Sanner show off their costumes.  
 

LOWER RIGHT  Jimin Kim and Justin McFadden are happy with their candy supply  

To Sister Mary John Moore for 
celebrating 50 years of service as 
a Sister of Charity of Seton Hill. 
Sister Mary John has worked as a 
teacher at DePaul for 48 of these 
years.   
 
In recognition of her remarkable 
milestone and dedication to 
DePaul School for so many years, 
students and staff had a special 
surprise party in her honor in  
September. 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

Sister Mary John Moore left with DePaulôs  
Education Director, Mary Jo McAtee 

A New Flag! 
The Pennsylvania Womenôs Auxiliary of the Veterans of Foreign War gave 
us a new flag and plaque for the front entrance. They are planning to give 
DePaul a new flag for its outside flagpole as well. Pictured are DePaul stu-
dents with Kelly Santelli, member of PA Womenôs Auxiliary of the VFW. 

DePaul School Mission 
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Support Children Who Are Deaf or Hard of Hearing  
They Are Hearing Wonders and Speaking Miracles!  

Dear Community Partners: 
 

This fall, an unprecedented 14 students with hearing loss successfully transitioned from DePaul School for Hearing and Speech in Pittsburgh 
to schools within their communities.  The story for each of these students is unique; however, they each have something very important in 
common:  a strong foundation in listening and spoken language that only a school like DePaul can provide. 
  
DePaul, founded in 1908, is a not-for-profit State Approved Private School that offers a tuition-free education to approved students. It costs 
nearly $50,000 per year for a child to receive academic, clinical and support services at DePaul School. While state subsidies cover a portion 
of our expenses we depend on private donations to compensate for the shortfall. Moreover, the state provides zero funding for center-based 
programs for children under three. 
 

That is why your financial support of DePaul can make a meaningful difference now.  Government funding to DePaul has been flat or reduced 
in recent years and the present state of the economy has decreased funds available through grants and other means.  By giving generously, 
you can help secure the future of an invaluable resource for children and their families. Working together, we can assure that every child who 
is deaf or hard of hearing in this region has a strong voice in his or her future.  
 

We have enclosed a self-addressed envelope for your convenience.  Please contact Director of Institutional Advancement, David Misra, at 
dm@depaulinst.com or (412) 924-1029 if you require further information ð or visit our website, www.speakmiracles.org  if you wish to 
make an online donation.    

 

Thank you so much for your consideration.  
 
 
  
  Dennis E. Barrett, Ph.D   Carol Cusick Riley,   
  Superintendent   President, Board of Trustees   
     

Supporting DePaul 

Please remember, your tax-deductible gift to DePaul will allow us to support: 
 

¶ Early Intervention programs for newborns, infants and toddlers  

¶ Center-based Toddler Program for children from 18 months to age 3  

¶ Academic programs for Preschool, Kindergarten and Elementary students 

¶ Improvements to classrooms, the library, computer center and meeting rooms  

¶ Technology initiatives such as webcams, SMART Boards, Infrared Sound Field and Personal FM Systems  

¶ Audiological services for children with cochlear implants and hearing aids  

¶ Unique resources for students and families like the Bradley Crawford Memorial Playground, Daniel Goetz Preschool  

 Discovery Room and Carl A. Eck Parent Room.    

¶ The Mainstreaming Program to prepare children for their transition from DePaul  

¶ Workshops for parents and outreach programs  

http://www.speakmiracles.org%20if


Tuesday, Oct. 26  

Rangos Conference Center,  
Childrenôs Hospital of  
Pittsburgh of UPMC 
 
Professor Patrick offered a  
historical perspective on the development of the cochlear implant for an 
audience of cochlear implant recipients, other deaf or hard of hearing 
individuals, their families, educators, and the general public at this event 
hosted by DePaul School for Hearing and Speech, Childrenôs Hospital of 
Pittsburgh of UPMC and UPMC Health Plan. 

 

Thursday, Oct. 28 

Center for Connected Medi-
cine, US Steel Tower  
 

In this lecture, Professor Patrick 
discussed the commercial devel-
opment and distribution of the 
cochlear implant and future ad-
vances in hearing technology 
with guests from the regionôs 
technology community. Atten-
dees were also treated to a tour 
of the Center for Connected 
Medicine.   

 

 
Thursday, Oct. 28 

Scaife Hall Auditorium,  
University of Pittsburgh 
 
In a lecture hosted by the University of 
Pittsburghôs Swanson School of Engi-
neering, Department of Bioengineering, 
Professor Patrick reviewed the timeline 
-- from concept to release -- of the multi-channel cochlear implant.  
Recent advancements in biomedical engineering and bionics were  
discussed with an audience of engineering students and faculty from 
local universities, professional engineers, and research staff. 

 

Wednesday, Oct. 27 

Board Room, The Eye & Ear Institute of UPMC 
 

Hosted by The Eye & Ear Institute of UPMC, this event addressed 
ear, nose, and throat (ENT) physicians and residents, faculty, and 
students. It focused on clinical trials and recent advancements in 
cochlear implants, including the release of the ñNucleus 5ò  

and fully implantable devices. 

Thursday, Oct. 28 

Pittsburgh Athletic Association 
 

This intimate networking event provided an  
opportunity for parents and members from the 
regionôs medical, engineering, and philanthropic 
communities to dialogue with Professor Patrick. 

Friday, Oct. 29 

Forbes Tower,  
University of Pittsburgh 

 

Hosted by the University of Pittsburghôs 
School of Health and Rehabilitation Sci-

ences, this lecture for audiologists, pedia-
tricians, other doctors, audiology students, 
speech-language pathologists, and faculty 
illuminated the ñMelbourne Experience,ò a 

data driven presentation based on the 
outcomes of very young pediatric cochlear 
implant recipients in Melbourne, Australia.   

Week


