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Relocation, Long Commutes Pay Off for Families Dedicated To Listening and Spoken Language

Each family with a child that attends DePaul ﬁ i p— - OWe | ooked i n-oralpragmmaud i
School for Hearing and Speech has made = = = = the Chicago area, but it was a pretty far

their own unique journey to obtain auditory - | commute from our home. @
oral education for their child with hearing

loss. For some, the path traveled has cov- q

ered thousands of miles, long commutes and

in some cases, relocation.

With a new cochlear implant, Declan would
be enrolled in a program through the Chi-
cago City Schools after his third birthday in
March 2007.

Declan Haas was born in Chicago. His young
parents, Scott and Hadley, had settled in the
Windy City and begun to make it their home. ; ¥

In 2005, when he was 15 months old, Declan /éfzf L -
was identified as having a speech delay. It = /
wasnot unt il October
rectly diagnosed with moderate to severe
hearing loss and he was fitted with hearing
aids shortly after that.

0But those services (CI
were not comprehensive and he (Declan)
was making little progress in his speech and
listening development despite having a co-

(chlear implant, o6 said N

Mrs. Haas, a Western Pennsylvania native,
had heard about DePaul from family mem-
bers. While on Thanksgiving break in 2006
evés'w']né; éamily, they would tour DePaul and

0lt was not the ideal .
came away impressed.

like, at first, with hearing aids it was cor-

rectable. He would get aural habilitation Subsequently, the Haas family decided that

through Childrends Ho anovéhg to Pittsburgh
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said Mrs. Haas. with Audiology Coordinator Dr. Deborrah Johnston, to DePaul would ulti- Sl
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By April 2006, a week before she would give despite a long commute from West Virginia. "

birth to her second son Bennett, Mrs. Haas option.

would find out that Declands | ossWhars Sedtett i was Belkclaau s

nosis, Bennett would have a 25% chance of being born deaf. Sure  Pittsburgh in late 2007, we decided to N

enough, Bennett was born April 12th and identified within a week move, & Mrs. Haas saidg. OWe, felt I

with hearing loss. the best option for t BgesHsoys. O
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become identified as a cochlear implant candidate. that the boys needed. o Day In
i Programs offered for parents have also pro- Pittsburgh

In fact, by October 2006, at six months of age, Bennett would be- vided an invaluable support system for Mrs. Page 5
come the youngest child to receive bilateral cochlear implants Haas as she reacquainted herself and her meading Alou
after a successful surgery at ChybLﬁlé‘f&TﬁI)PtéPitt Urbhl_drenos Hosgr@sgeﬁ,ef I . De
would also receive his first implant shortly after that. A . Parents and

o ) 0lt has been nice to bherenaround a
The next step was finding the right preschool program for Declan. Page 6
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