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Each family with a child that attends DePaul 
School for Hearing and Speech has made 
their own unique journey to obtain auditory -
oral education for their child with hearing 
loss. For some, the path traveled has cov-
ered thousands of miles, long commutes and 
in some cases, relocation.   
 

Declan Haas was born in Chicago. His young 
parents, Scott and Hadley, had settled in the 
Windy City and begun to make it their home. 
In 2005, when he was 15 months old, Declan 
was identified as having a speech delay. It 
wasnõt until October 2005 that he was cor-
rectly diagnosed with moderate to severe 
hearing loss and he was fitted with hearing 
aids shortly after that.   
 

òIt was not the ideal situation, but it seemed 
like, at first, with hearing aids it was cor-
rectable. He would get aural habilitation 
through Childrenõs Hospital (in Chicago) and 
it seemed as if he were on the right path,ó 
said Mrs. Haas.   
 

By April 2006, a week before she would give 
birth to her second son Bennett, Mrs. Haas 
would find out that Declanõs loss was genetic. Because of the diag-
nosis, Bennett would have a 25% chance of being born deaf. Sure 
enough, Bennett was born April 12th and identified within a week 
with hearing loss.    
 

òIt was overwhelming at the time,ó added Mrs. Haas.  
 

Declanõs diagnosis also showed his loss was progressive, and would 
become a cochlear implant candidate in July. Bennett would also 
become identified as a cochlear implant candidate.   
 

In fact, by October 2006, at six months of age, Bennett would be-
come the youngest child to receive bilateral cochlear implants 
after a successful surgery at Chicagoõs Childrenõs Hospital.  Declan 
would also receive his first implant shortly after that.   
 

The next step was finding the right preschool program for Declan.  

òWe looked into an auditory-oral program in 
the Chicago area, but it was a pretty far 
commute from our home.ó 
 

With a new cochlear implant, Declan would 
be enrolled in a program through the Chi-
cago City Schools after his third birthday in 
March 2007.  
 

òBut those services (Chicago Public Schools) 
were not comprehensive and he (Declan) 
was making little progress in his speech and 
listening development despite having a co-
chlear implant,ó said Mrs. Haas.  
 

Mrs. Haas, a Western Pennsylvania native, 
had heard about DePaul from family mem-
bers. While on Thanksgiving break in 2006 
visiting family, they would tour DePaul and 
came away impressed.  
 

Subsequently, the Haas family decided that 
moving to Pittsburgh 
and sending the boys 
to DePaul would ulti-
mately be a valid 
option.    

 

òWhen Scott was able to get a new job here i n 
Pittsburgh in late 2007, we decided to 
move,ó Mrs. Haas said. òWe felt like it was 
the best option for the boys.ó   
 

òOnce the boys started at DePaul (in Janu-
ary 2008), it was a complete team ap-
proach. The staff provided the expertise 
that the boys needed.ó  
 

Programs offered for parents have also pro-
vided an invaluable support system for Mrs. 
Haas as she reacquainted herself and her 
young family to Pittsburgh.  
 

òIt has been nice to be around a lot of par-
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