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Kara Bole was diagnosed with profound 
hearing loss at six months and, due to 
various circumstances, was not fitted with 
a cochlear implant until the relatively late 
age of two ñ thus presenting some addi-
tional challenges for her and her family. 
 

òAt first we were devastated, and werenõt sure if she would ever be able to speak,ó said Michelle Bole, 
Karaõs mother. òWe didnõt know where to turn.ó    
 
The Bole family resides in Valley Grove, West Virginia.  Initially, it seemed as if they had limited op-
tions if they wanted for Kara to develop her listening and spoken language skills ñ especially since 
she was getting a bit of a late start and resided in a school district with limited resources.  But thanks 
to a referral, they found out about DePaul and enrolled Kara in 2006.  Kara, now six, has been thriv-
ing at DePaul with intensive training with a Teacher of the Deaf and one-on-one sessions with a cer-
tified Speech Language Pathologist (SLP). 
 

òIt wasnõt easy when she first started at DePaul,ó said Bole. òI thought it would take her forever to 
learn to speak.  But DePaulõs staff provided the level of expertise Kara needed.ó  
 
Michelle Parfitt, DePaulõs Early Intervention Coordinator, is a certified SLP who has worked with 
Kara routinely during the past four years.  SLPs work with students to facilitate their ability to detect 
and understand speech in order to produce speech sounds and develop and use language and social 
skills.   
 
òAs soon as we begin working with a child we create a specific and systematic plan to develop their 
ability to listen and understand speech sounds.  Then we gradually work towards the development of 
voice patterns, speech sounds, words and sentences,ó said Parfitt.  
 

All students at DePaul receive individual speech therapy as part of their educational program, focus-
ing on their unique goals and needs.  Also, DePaulõs SLPs donõt just explain to parents what they are 
doing with their children; they seek to actively involve the parents in the learning process.  
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The 6th Annual Reach for the Stars 
Gala, DePaulõs largest fundraising 
event, returned to Heinz Field on  
Friday, October 23rd. 
 

DePaul was pleased to honor Carl & 
Jane Eck with the Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award for their dedicated service 
to DePaul for over 20 years.  Carl has 
been a member of the board of trustees 
since 1989 and served as the board 
chairperson until his term expired in 
May.  Jane 
most recently 
served on the 
Gala commit-
tee and has 
assisted in 
many other 
endeavors to 
support the 
school.  
 

This yearõs 
event also 
featured the 
debut of a new 
DePaul com-
mercial, silent, 
live and top hat auctions with many 
great items and categories ñ and for 
the first time ñ Tapas Style dinner 
stations.     
 

Please be sure to check out page 5, 
which features more photos, highlights 
and acknowledgements.  

Former DePaul student 
Elena LaQuatra pays  
tribute to DePaul Staff 

Michelle Parfitt and Kara Bole 



DePaul Mission 
 

Following the values and traditions of our foun-
ders, the mission of DePaul School for Hearing 
and Speech is to teach each child who is deaf or 
hard of hearing to listen, speak, and learn. Our 
children enter the educational mainstream with the 
foundation to succeed. 
 

DePaul Identity 
 
Founded by the Diocese of Pittsburgh and the 
Sisters of Charity of Seton Hill, DePaul School for 
Hearing and Speech has been providing quality 
auditory oral education for children who are deaf 
or hard of hearing since 1908. 
 
DePaul School for Hearing and Speech is a State 
Approved private school dedicated to auditory-oral 
education.  DePaulõs mission is to prepare children 
who are deaf and hard of hearing children, from 
birth to age 14, to fully participate in our hearing 
and speaking world. 
 
DePaul provides wide-ranging support services 
including pediatric cochlear implant habilitation, 
speech, physical and occupational therapy and 
parent education. DePaul is a non-profit day school 
and our students typically mainstream before their 
middle school years with minimal support and go 
on to lead productive and inclusive lives in the  
community.  
 

 
DePaul School for Hearing and Speech 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

 

Member Board 
Most Reverend David A. Zubik  M.S.W. D.D.  

Sister Vivien Linkhauer, S.C.  
Reverend Kris Stubna, S.T.D.  

 

Board of Trustees 
Carol  J. Riley, Chair  

Board Emeritus  
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Dr. Ellis M. Arjmand  
Dr. Moises Arriaga  
William Burgunder, Jr.  
Dr. David H. Chi  
Ronald R. Chufo 
Bonnie Cindrich 
Pamela Dickinson 
Kimberlee A. Gillespie 
Mary C Goessler 
Dr. Barry E. Hirsch 
 
 

Timothy S. Kernan,  
Steven P. Lewandowski 
Denis McCarthy 
Christine M. Mueseler 
Dr. Catherine Palmer  
Richard Recker 
John H. Stafford 
Jerry Starr 
Cathreen Stafford Witte  

Daniel A. Goetz             
Carl A. Eck 

Dr. Donald Kamerer               
Arthur J. Rooney, Jr.          
Dolores Warwick    

On October 28, 2009, Audiology Coordi-
nator Dr. Debbie Johnston and Early In-
tervention Coordinator Michelle Parfitt 
traveled to Penn State to present at the 
Early Childhood Education Summit.  This 
annual conference was attended by over 
950 attendees. The audiology-related topic 
was òIdentifying Hearing Loss in Young 
Children: How You Can Helpó, with a 
target audience of daycare providers, pre-
school teachers, and early childhood ad-
ministrators.   
 

The presentation included a review of new-
born hearing screening in Pennsylvania, the 
risk factors for delayed-onset pediatric 
hearing loss, the signs and symptoms of 
hearing loss in children, and the typical 
developmental milestones for hearing.  
Video clips of a two year old participating 
in play audiometry and an equipment dem-
onstration of Otoacoustic Emissions 
(OAE), a test used to screen babies and 
young children, were provided. 

Dr. Johnston also presented at the 50th 
Anniversary conference of the Pennsyl-
vania Association Council for Exceptional 
Children, on November 5, 2009, in Harris-
burg. The topic was òPediatric Cochlear 
Implants: Strategies and Techniques for 
Maximizing Auditory Potential for Excep-
tional Childrenó.   
 

It is estimated that up to 40% of children 
with hearing loss have a secondary disabil-
ity.  After reviewing the most common co-
existing disabilities, Dr. Johnston provided 
a summary of the literature in this area and 
outlined strategies that  can be utilized to 
optimize the auditory and spoken language 
potential of children with cochlear im-
plants.  Case studies with video clips of 
DePaul students were illustrated to the 
audience members. 
 

In the next edition of Audiology News, we 
will provide more details of DePaulõs new 
personal FM system and Cochlear Ameri-
casõ  Nucleus System 5. 

 

 

Kelly Capanna 
Speech Language Pathologist,  

California University of PA, M.A. 
Involved with Special Olympics; expert skier ð 
likes to ski òBlack Diamondó slopes at Seven 

Springs and Killington, Vt. 
 

Jessica Leschinsky 
Teacher ð Preschool 

B.A. in Deaf Ed. from IUP 
Was itinerant teacher of the deaf in  

Williamsport, PA (covering multiple school 
districts) for past 10 years  

 
 

Natalie OõLoughlin 
Teacher ð Elementary  

B.A. in Communications  
Ohio State University (huge Buckeye fan); 

teaching certificate from Pitt;  
Currently persuing M.A.Theology from  

Duquesne University 
 

Shuba Sriram 

Teacherõs Aide 
Native of India; spent time in Europe 

(England); has a degree in Indian Classical 
Music; B.A. from Pitt in communication  

science and disorders 
 

Michelle Verbruggen  
Teacherõs Aide 

Formerly aide in a developmental preschool. 
Graduated from North Carolina Central  
University; Related to DePaul student  

Sean Snyder (cousin) 

Audiology News  

In Remembrance  

The DePaul community recently lost 
some dear friends.  We extend our deep-
est condolences to the respective fami-
lies of the following individuals:   
 

Saladin Bey 
father of Alahzar Bey 

 

Nancy Mellon 
Mother of James and Luke Mellon 

 

Bruce Baolo 
Father of Garrett Baolo  

 

Margaret òAnneó Davis  
Former Teacher at DePaul 

 

Betty Lentz  
Dear Friend of Taylor Billet & Family 

 
 
 

We are very grateful for numerous con-
tributions made to DePaul in the mem-
ory of each of these individuals.  If you 
would also like to make a memorial do-
nation to DePaul, please contact Mary 
Ann Potter in the Office of Institutional 
Advancement for more information or 
use the enclosed envelope to send your 
donation today.      
 

DePaul Staff Makes Presentations at Statewide Conferences  
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CAN WE COUNT ON YOUR SUPPORT? 

 

DePaul is a not-for-profit State Approved private school that offers a tuition-free education to 

approved students. It costs $50,000 per year for a child to receive academic, clinical and support 

services at DePaul. While state subsidies cover a portion of our expenses we depend on private 

donations to compensate for the shortfall.  
 

Your tax-deductible gift to DePaul will allow us to support:  
 

¶ Early Intervention programs for newborns, infants and toddlers in the home;  

¶ Center-based Toddler Program for children from 18 months to age 3;  

¶ Academic programs for Preschool, Kindergarten and Elementary students; 

¶ Improvements to classrooms, the library, computer center and meeting rooms;  

¶ Technology initiatives such as webcams, SmartBoards & Infrared Sound Field Systems;  

¶ Audiological services for children with cochlear implants and hearing aids;  

¶ Unique resources for students like the Bradley Crawford Memorial Playground;  

¶ The Mainstreaming Program to prepare children for their transition from DePaul;  

¶ Workshops for parents and outreach programs;  

¶ The Hear for Life Education Fund to support current and future students! 
 

So, wonõt you consider giving a gift to DePaul this holiday season? Please use the enclosed  

envelope to send a donation or visit our website, www.speakmiracles.org/dev, to make a  

secure online donation. Thank you for your consideration.  

 

ADDITIONAL WAYS TO SUPPORT DEPAUL:  
 

¶ Bequests/Memorial Contributions  

¶ Charitable Gift Annuities/Trusts 

¶ Life Insurance/Property  

¶ Naming Opportunities 

¶ Stocks/Bonds  

¶ Tax-Free Rollovers from Retirement Accounts  

¶ United Way Donor Choice (DePaulõs Agency Code is 169) 
 

Please contact Director of Institutional Advancement David Misra at dm@depaulinst.com  

or 412/924-1029 ñ or visit our website, www.speakmiracles.org, for more information.  


